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Greenway Technical Committee (GTC) 
10:00AM – Tuesday, May 15, 2018 

Icon Sport Center, 1060 47th Ave S, Park District Conference Room 
 

Meeting Notes 
 

I. Present: 
 Catherine Johnson, MN DNR 
 Dave Kuharenko, GF Engineering 
 Sgt. Duane Simon, GF Police Dept. 
 Jairo Viafara, MPO 
 Chad Cutshaw, GF Fire Dept. 

 Stephanie Halford, GF Planning 
 Reid Huttunen, EGF Parks & Rec 
 Hank Becker, GF Police Dept. 
 Kim Greendahl, City of GF Greenway 

 
II. Old Business 

 
A. Freezeway Update: 

 The framework and solar lights have been removed from the site. There is some 
rutting from the trucks used to remove the lights.  

 The rest of the turf looks good where the frame was set.  Everything should self-
heal. 

 There is a plan to meet with Nick and others sometime this summer to discuss how 
to move forward.  Kim will invite Reid as EGF may be a better fit for this project next 
season. 

 
III. New Business 

 
A. Special Event Request: 

 
i. Iron Pigs Motorcycle Club Event {Saturday, August 4th}: 

 Part of the motorcycle ride will be done on East Grand Forks (EGF) trails. 

 The EGF City Council has approved the motorcycle ride on the trails as long as 
they stick to the requirements set forth by the Greenway Technical Committee 
(attached). The motorcycle club has agreed to these requirements. 

 The Bicycle, Pedestrian & Greenway Advisory Group had a few concerns 
regarding this event.  One concern was if the trail would have to be completely 
closed during this event.  The second concern is that by approving this type of 
event, will it open the door to other similar requests. 
 

B. Memorial Plaque Requests: 
i. Kenneth Olson, EGF Police Officer – Killed in the line of duty: 

 EGF Parks & Rec are looking at building a 3-sided kiosk near River Road to place 
the memorial plaque and other information.   
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 The dedication side of the kiosk would have a poster with a photo of Olson 
superimposed on the trail. 

 Any wording / dedication should be reviewed by the committee.  Reid did have 
a copy of the dedication.   
 

ii. Charles Thurber, Lynched in GF in 1882: 

 The dedication wording was sent to Howard Swanson, GF City Attorney, for 
review.  The text was approved with a few minor changes. 

 The plaque will be brass and placed on a wrought iron holder. 

 There are no details at this time on how this will be dedicated. 
 

C. Request from Audubon Dakota: 

 Kim received a request from Audubon Dakota (AD) to plant a native flower and 
prairie grass garden in the Greenway.  This request was discussed at last month’s 
Staff meeting. 

 The request was denied because there really isn’t a need for restoration work and 
AD did not have a specific design plan for a garden. 

 Kim received the same request again with the exception of using Avant grant money. 

 Kim requested more information from the group but has not received anything yet. 

 The person that made the request has since left her position.  At this time there is no 
indication that this request will be followed through for this season. 

 
IV. Bicycle, Pedestrian & Greenway Advisory Group Update: 

 Bike Share permit process was discussed at the meeting.  Only one company will be 
allowed to carry the permit for Bike Share.   

 The mayor’s office is hoping to get the ordinance in place and have at least one bike 
share company fully operational by fall. 

 
V. Other 

 
No other information to discuss. 
 

VI. Agency Updates 
 

A. City of GF / Greenway:  Staff has been working to remove some saplings and removing 
all branches up to 6 feet on downtown trees. This helps give a line of site into the trees 
and takes away opportunities for people to hide in the woods. The homeless population 
seems to have decreased from last year at this time.  No homeless camps have been 
discovered on the Greenway yet.  The boathouse will open Memorial weekend and will 
only be open on Saturdays and Sundays.   

B. City of EGF:  The Red Lake River boat dock will be going in today.  There are no rehab 
projects scheduled for this summer.  Work is starting on the pool next week.  If the 
schedule holds, the pool will be open by mid-June. 
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C. Minnesota DNR: Campground opened on May 4 and is completely booked for Victoria 

Day except for 3 sites.  Catherine is in the process of hiring and training summer staff.  
The fishing platform will not be ready for a while due to the high river.  A sleeping bag 
with child size jacket and boots were found in the trees near the River Heights area.   
 

D. GF Police: The department has been enforcing park closing times (11:00PM) in the 
Greenway and downtown pocket parks. The Community Service Officers will be 
patrolling the Greenway more frequently too.  Hopefully this will cut down on vagrants 
and vandals.  Some mattresses were found under the Sorlie Bridge but there doesn’t 
seem to be an active camp at the site. 
 

E. GF Fire Department:  The department has been fielding a lot of calls regarding the 
burning ban.  Even if the city itself has not issued a burn ban, a county wide burn ban 
would include the City of Grand Forks.  At this time, they are not actively looking for 
campfires, etc.   

 
Minutes Submitted by:  Theresa Flitter, Administrative Specialist 
 
Minutes Approved by:  Kim Greendahl, Greenway Specialist 
 
 
Supporting documents: Special event request forms (GF & EGF) – Iron Pigs motorcycle run 
    Route map for Iron Pigs motorcycle run 
    Race criteria for Iron Pigs motorcycle run 
    DRAFT memorial plaque – Michael Olson 
    Memorial plaque request June 2011 – Charles Thurber 
    Proposed text for Charles Thurber plaque 
    Examples of existing plaques in Greenway 
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Requirements for approval from Iron Pigs Motorcycle Club  

 

Greenway Technical Committee recognizes the desire to memorialize someone who lost their life in the 
line of duty. The committee also recognizes the need to define parameters for the event in order to  for 
similar requests, as  this will open the door for similar requests from other groups. the Greenway was not 
the appropriate venue for this activity  
 
Approval from the Greenway Technical Committee is contingent on the Iron Pigs Motorcycle Club 
meeting the following requirements: 

· Provide a more defined time frame for the procession. 

· Require signs at each entrance of the Greenway to warn visitors of motorcycles on the trail. 
Signs should list date, time, and route for the procession.  

· Signs should be in place at least three (3) days prior to the event. 

· Provide volunteers at trail openings along the route to keep non-motorized traffic off the trail. 

· Ensure that the trail is clear of motorcycles before reopening to the public. 

· This is an annual request. 
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In Memory of Charles Thurber 

Black Laborer from Buxton, North Dakota 

Lynched at this Railroad Bridge on October 24, 1882 

 

The United States Constitution guarantees due process of the law for all citizens. Under our 

justice system, the accused are assumed to be innocent until proven guilty. Charles Thurber 

was not afforded due process of law and has been assumed to be guilty for all these years. 

Although life lost can never be replaced, it is fitting that this miscarriage of justice be 

acknowledged, and that Charles Thurber be accorded the dignity rightly belonging to all 

American citizens. 

 

“And the truth shall set you free…” 

--Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

Dedicated by Mrs. Audra Kutz-Behl’s 1997 Sophomore English Classes 

and  

The Black Culture Club 

Grand Forks Central High School 

 

2016 
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Existing and proposed Greenway plaque examples 
 

 

 

Memorial request for Michael Olson 

Killed in the line of duty 

Example of potential plaque – Charles Thurber 

1882 Lynching on railroad bridge 

 
 

Educational interpretive plaque  Bronze plaque in Rotary Park  downtown GF 
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Example of interpretive plaque with memorial in 

corner 

Close-up of memorial on interpretive plaque 

 

 
 Wooden kiosk 

 


